
Biology 4092-Parasitology Laboratory Syllabus  

Summer 2020 
 

Day Week Topic  Exercise Assignment 

M *6/01/20 Course information 

Laboratory safety. 

Microscope 

Proper use of the microscope 

Nematode Discussion available 

T *6/02/20 Nematodes  Discussion continued. 

W *6/03/20 Nematodes Virtual Ascaris dissection/TBD 

R *6/04/20 Nematodes Nematode soil collection 

M *6/08/20 Nematodes Review 

Quiz #1 

Discussion Continued 

T *6/09/20 Exam #1 Discussion Continued 

W *6/10/20 Cestodes Cestode Discussion available 

R *6/11/20 Cestodes Quiz #2 

M *6/15/20 Trematodes Trematode Discussion available 

T *6/16/20 Trematodes Virtual cercaria activity 

W *6/17/20 Cestodes/Trematodes Review  

Quiz #3 

R *6/18/20 Exam #2  

M *6/22/20 Protozoans Protozoan Discussion available  

T *6/23/20 Protozoans Virtual Fecal smear/Canvas 

W *6/24/20 Protozoans Discussion continued 

R *6/25/20 Protozoans Virtual Earthworm-monocystis 

M *6/29/20 Protozoans Review 

Quiz #4 

T *6/30/20 Exam #3  

W/R 7/01 to 7/02/20 TBD  

 

10% of on late assignments/day 

 

 

 
 

LAB GRADE DETERMINATION 
Practical Exams  3            @ 50 pts         150 

Quizzes   4            @ 10 pts   40 

Online discussion forum 4 Phylums     @ 20 pts  80 

*In class Participation  15classes @   2 pts  30 

       Total=  300 pts  
*There are 30 points participation. Participation grades are derived from attendance (a timely one!!), laboratory 
participation and maintaining lab cleanliness for each lab day.  



  

COURSE INFORMATION 
Parasitology                       BIOL 4092 

Laboratory                        Biology Room 318 

Term                                  Summer 2020 

 

Instructional Laboratory Supervisor 

Arland Alberts, LSCA349D, phone: 369-8683, aalberts@unt.edu 

 Attendance on zoom is mandatory. Attendance is expected for all class periods and 

will be taken at the start of class.   

 You must stay for the entire lab to get a quiz and attendance grade for that day!  

 There are no make-up labs, quizzes, journal articles or exams-so please do not ask for 

any!! You cannot switch labs either throughout the semester for any reason!! 

 No extra credit will be given!!!!!! 

 CHEATING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND WILL BE DEALT WITH 

HARSHLY!! 

 From the DOS Office: https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/resources 

. . . your professors have no obligation to make temporary adjustments [for illness, 

death in the family, etc.]. If they decline to allow adjustments you may need to 

withdraw from the course, take an Incomplete, or repeat the class in the future. 

 Excused absences (Sponsored University events--sports, orchestra, and AFROTC 

where your presence is required and not an option—these are the only acceptable 

excuse!)—you have one week and only one chance to bring a signed official 

document from your coach/director from the date of your absence to me so that you 

can receive the participations points for the missed lab. You will be allowed to make-

up only one quiz for the entire semester! Journal articles due for the missed day must 

be submitted on time, and can be done so by email to the TA. 

 Unexcused absence—any illness, personal or family emergencies, car problems, law 

and other class scheduling or event scheduling (weddings, medical school interview 

etc…)—Please do not ask for a quiz, acceptance of a worksheet for the day missed or 

exam make-up—none of these will be accepted.  

 Unexcused absences or tardiness will count towards a ‘0’ for that day’s quiz. If you 

miss a quiz due to tardiness, you may still attend the lab. There are no make-up labs!  

If you miss a lab, you are responsible for the information covered that day.  

 If you miss one exam and not more than oneThere will be no make-up exam, we 

just do not have the ability or time to schedule that in —but… 

o For an excused absence (document must be provided within a week to 

receive this option, if late, then it will revert to the unexcused absence 

criteria) - your two exams will be averaged and that will be the grade of the 

missed exam.  

o For an unexcused absence- your two exams will be averaged and multiplied 

by 0.6 to give you’re an missed exam grade. For example, if you scored a 42 

in one and a 35 in another… then the average of those two grades will be a 

38.5. This number multiplied by 0.5, will result in the missed exam grade as 

19.25. 



 Assignments turned in late will be penalized 10% points per day including weekends 

and holidays.  

 Exams will take an approximation of 2 hrs to complete. Quizzes will take an 

approximation of 10 minutes to complete. Being late for laboratory will affect 

whether you will be allowed to take the quiz or exam and how much time you will be 

allotted to take it. 

 If you have a grade discrepancy, you have only one week from the date--

quiz/worksheet /exam in which you can bring this up. 

 

Final Suggestion             

 Do not miss laboratory, and please be on time for class. Your timely attendance 

is part of your grade. Attendance after 5 minutes after class has started, will be 

considered late, and will penalize your participation grade. You will also not be 

allowed to take the quiz or the exam administered for that day.  

 

Suggestion 

Most exam and quiz questions will come from notes. Review your laboratory notes after 

every laboratory.  Your TA usually will ask for questions at the beginning of every 

laboratory, come prepared with your questions.  The laboratory is run in an informal manner, 

please relax and ask questions you might have as material is being presented. 

 

Lab policies                  

It is the student responsibility to be aware of all University of North Texas policies and 

deadlines for dropping courses or withdrawing. 

 

Lab Rules: 

 No food or drink allowed in the lab. 

 Students are responsible for leaving their workstations clean and orderly for the next 

lab section. Students should keep in accordance of observation of lab safety and 

cleanliness-30 pts. The TA should NOT have to pick up after you. Please leave the 

lab, as it was when you entered. Points are accumulated per individual, but a whole 

group can be penalized for their group member’s misconduct 

 A student may leave the lab after completing all work and checking out with his/her 

lab instructor. 

 All cell phones must be turned off during class 

 You will participate in class activities and discussions, but not dominate any 

discussion or activity, nor will you negatively impact your colleague’s participation. 

Negative participation will be dealt with immediately and in private. 

 You will be prepared to participate in class by having read the assigned readings, and 

completed any assigned tasks before the class meeting. 

 Quizzes and exams must be taken when scheduled.  

 

Policy on Academic Misconduct: 

Cheating will NOT be tolerated. Anyone caught cheating (all forms) will receive a grade of 

zero and the matter will be turned over to the Dean of Students. 

 



Lab groups: 

You will work in groups of 3-4. Groups will be assigned at the beginning of the course. All 

group members are expected to contribute equally to the lab work. It is the responsibility of 

group members to schedule out of lab work so that all members do their share of the work 

 

Collaboration and Plagiarism: 
During the semester you will be generating data as a group, but the actual production of lab 

reports or any other written work is to be an individual effort and not collaboration with 

anyone else. We have had instances in the past in which identical lab reports were submitted. 

These students were given a grade of zero for their reports and were reported to the Dean of 

Students. You will be risking possibly failing the course and a report of academic dishonesty 

on you record. The lab coordinator and lab instructors do note the style of writing, it is 

usually obvious when someone is plagiarizing due to the change in the style of sentence 

structure.  

 

The following is taken from the Policies Chapter under “Code of Student Conduct and 

Discipline.” UNT Undergraduate Catalog. 

Academic dishonesty - Cheating 

 The term ‘cheating’ includes, but is not limited to: Use of any unauthorized assistance 

in taking quizzes, tests, or examinations; 

 Dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in 

writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying other assignments; 

 The acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to 

a faculty or staff member of the university; 

 Dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a 

different class without express permission from the instructor(s); or 

 Any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. 

Academic dishonesty - Plagiarism 

 The term ‘plagiarism’ includes, but is not limited to: The knowing or negligent use by 

paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person 

without full and clear acknowledgment; and 

 The knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared by another 

person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic materials. 

 

 

Penalties for Academic Misconduct 

 First offense: A “0” will be recorded as the score for that activity AND the final 

course grade reduced by one complete grade 

 Second offense” Assignment of F (Fail) for the final course grade 

 For grievous infractions such as, but not limited to, a systematic or collaboratory 

event: An assignment of F (Fail) for the final course grade may be issued in the case 

of a first offense.  



An example of a grievous 1st offense that will result in an “F” in the course would be 

turning in collections that you have stolen, borrowed, or otherwise not personally 

collected and try to pass them off as your work. 

 

Policy on Disability Accommodations: 
The Department of Biological Sciences, in cooperation with the Office of Disability 

Accommodations, complies with Section 504 the Americans with Disabilities Act in making 

reasonable accommodations for qualified students with disabilities. Please present your 

written request before the 12th class day so that necessary arrangements may be made. 

 

Plagiarism is the borrowing of material and trying to pass it as one’s own. It is 

important to understand what constitutes plagiarism: 

 Quoting without citing references. 

 Directly coping and pasting another author’s work and crediting their ideas as one’s 

own. 

 Improper paraphrasing. This can range from substituting words in a sentence and/or 

reshuffling the sentence. In other words the sentence is still borrowed. 

An example taken from Butte College: 

“Original: 

To study the challenge of increasing the food supply, reducing pollution, and 

encouraging economic growth, geographers must ask where and why a region's 

population is distributed as it is. Therefore, our study of human geography begins 

with a study of population (Rubenstein 37). 

Inadequately paraphrased (word substitution only) and uncited: 

To increase food supplies, ensure cleaner air and water, and promote a strong 

economy, researchers must understand where in a region people choose to live and 

why. So human geography researchers start by studying populations. 

This writer reworded a two-sentence quote. That makes it his, right? Wrong. Word 

substitution does not make a sentence, much less an idea, yours. Even if it were 

attributed to the author, this rewording is not enough; paraphrasing requires that you 

change the sentence structure as well as the words. Either quote the passage directly, 

or substantially change the original by incorporating the idea the sentences represent 

into your own claim. 

Adequately, substantially paraphrased and cited: 

As Rubenstein points out, distribution studies like the ones mentioned above are at the 

heart of human geography; they are an essential first step in planning and controlling 

development (37).” 

 Relying heavily on cited quotes in your document without any original idea that is 

stated in your own words to tie the information together. Essentially you are still 

borrowing. 

 Dual submission of a paper or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a 

different class or a class taken in a previous semester(s) without express permission 

from the instructor. 

How to prevent plagiarism from happening: 

 Each journal article you read, use your note pad to make bulleted points on what the 

author has written, but phrase it in your own words unless you intend to quote.   



 Make sure for every article you read, you record the source on your notepad along the 

bulleted information. 

 Finally, read all your notes and organize them in terms of similarity. This will help 

you structure your paragraphs. 

 Number each paragraph in the order you want them to go. 

 Rewrite your bulleted points into sentences. 

 Reference each sentence unless you are concluding a thought process. If so, then 

justify your conclusion and at this point you might also want to reference an article 

that will lead to credibility of your conclusion. 

 

 

Biology Laboratory Procedures and Safety Rules: 

Laboratory safety is the first and foremost concern in any laboratory.  The following 

regulations need to be followed without exception. 

IMPORTANT LABORATORY PROCEDURES 

1. Make sure you know how to properly dispose of any chemicals used in lab. 

2. Make sure all chemical containers are closed tightly after use. 

3. Keep laboratory clean and organized. 

4. Be familiar with experimental procedures you will be performing before coming to the 

laboratory. 

SAFETY RULES 

1. DO NOT EAT OR DRINK IN THE LAB! This includes chewing gum!! Smoking is 

prohibited in all of the UNT buildings. 

2. Broken glassware must be disposed of in the glass disposal box located in the lab.  This 

box is for glass only. 

3. If you or another student is cut or injured in any way during the lab, you must inform the 

instructor immediately.   

4. Bare feet are not permitted in lab. Wear closed toe shoes as protection against broken 

glass or spillage. It is encouraged to wear long pants and long sleeved tops, or purchase 

of a lab coat. 

5. Know where to find emergency equipment such as the eyewash, fire extinguisher, and 

first aid kit.   

6. Report any conditions that appear hazardous to the instructor. 

7. Do not bring children or pets to the lab. Unaccompanied children are not permitted on 

campus. 

8. Pay attention to warnings in the lab manual or warning the instructors announces during 

the lab. 

9. Turn instruments off when the laboratory is over. 

10. Always wash your hands after completing your laboratory work. Do not apply cosmetics 

during lab.   

11. Wipe down your table with ethanol or water before you leave. 

12. Always think before you act.  

 

Course Safety Statements: 
Students are urged to use proper safety procedures and guidelines. While working in laboratory 

sessions, students are expected and required to identify and properly use safety guidelines in all 



activities requiring lifting, climbing, walking on slippery surfaces, using equipment and tools, 

handling chemical solutions and hot and cold products. Students should be aware that the University 

of North Texas is not liable for injuries incurred while students are participating in class activities. All 

students are encouraged to secure adequate insurance coverage in the event of accidental injury. 

Students who do not have insurance coverage should consider obtaining Student Health Insurance for 

this insurance program. Brochures for this insurance are available in the UNT Health and Wellness 

Center on campus. Students who are injured during class activities may seek medical attention at the 

UNT Health and Wellness Center at rates that are reduced compared to other medical facilities. If you 

have an insurance plan other than Student Health Insurance at UNT, please be sure that your plan 

covers treatment at this facility. If you choose not to go to the UNT Health and Wellness Center, you 

may be transported to an emergency room at a local hospital.  You are responsible for all expenses 

incurred. 

 

 

 

 

 


